RAIN*

happens every year in the torrid zone. Thus at Gal-
cutta, during January 1785, it never rained at all*:
the mean of the thermometer for the whole month was
66f degrees ; there was no high wind, and indeed du-
ring great part of the month little wind at all*

The quantity of water evaporated during such a
drought must be very great; yet the moisture of the
air, instead of being increased, is constantly diminish-
ing, and at last disappears almost entirely; for the
dew,, which is at first copious, diminishes every night :
and if Dr Watson's experiment formerly mentioned be
attended to, it will not be objected that the quantity of
evaporation is also very much diminished. Of the very
dry state to which the atmosphere is reduced during
long droughts, the violent thunder-storms with which
they often conclude is a proof, and a very decisive one.
Now what becomes of all this moisture ? It is not ac-
cumulated in the atmosphere above the country from,
\vhich it was evaporated, otherwise the whole atmo-
sphere would in a much less period than a month be
perfectly saturated with moisture. If it be carried up
daily through the different strata of the atmosphere, and
wafted to other regions by superior currents of air, how
is.it possible to account for the different electrical state
of the clouds situated between different strata, which
often produces the most violent thunder-storms ? Are
not vapours conductors of the electric fluid? and would
they not have daily restored the equilibrium of the
whole atmosphere through which they passed ? Had
they traversed the atmosphere in this manner, there
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